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If you could have a scheme, which cost next to nothing in time, 
money and effort, which enabled young people to change their 
community and environment, learn about the true meaning of 
Citizenship and through their actions encourage other young 
people to follow suit, wouldn’t you jump at the chance?

What is Get Savvy!
Anyone who works with young people cannot 
fail to be impressed by the sincere desire 
many of them have to play their part in 
the community and to ‘do their bit’.

Often these keen young people have been frustrated by 
agencies and people telling them how much they value 
and want their views, but then failing to provide a means 
by which their words can be put into action. Get Savvy 
is a bridge that allows this empowerment to take place. 
It allows us to harness the skills that young people o� er; 
enthusiasm, innovation and creativity, along with the more 
informed youth perspective. In a nutshell it helps us both 
nurture the next generation of citizens and recognises the 
valuable part they already play in society, by showing them 
they can achieve things that make a di� erence now.

In return, it gives our young people a loud voice, a means 
to participate in active pro-social change and a method to 
in� uence adults and other young people in a very visible 
and rewarding way.

So that’s what it does, but how does it achieve its aims?

In schools
Get Savvy covers the main curriculum aims for KS3 
and KS4 Citizenship study. It equips young people with 
knowledge and understanding about citizenship, their 
rights and responsibilities and encourages them to explore 
their own social and moral values. The resource material 
is designed to encourage young people to explore, 
discuss and debate topical issues and to empower them 
to participate in projects in their local community and in 

wider society. It�s simple and � exible approach provides 
a means by which police o�  cers, or people from partner 
agencies can engage with both pupils and teaching sta�  to 
assist with PSHE projects.

The ethos is,“We don’t care if you’ve spent all 
~tzw ynrj tzyxnij ymj Mjfi Yjfhmjwúx tkă hj3 Nk 
you’ve got good ideas, enthusiasm and want to 
work as a team, we will value your input and 
yw~ yt mjqu ~tz yzws ~tzw |twix nsyt fhyntsxø3
PSHE Teacher, Somerset School 

Participation in the scheme should be actively marketed 
throughout the school, to reward the achievements of the 
pupils involved, but also to inspire others to get involved 
and get savvy.

In Commercial and 
Voluntary Organisations
Get Savvy  can be used in voluntary organisations to 
promote personal, social and team building skills. The 
pack is easy to use and requires little e� ort or time to set 
up for group activities.  By encouraging young people 
to participate in community projects Get Savvy helps 
to promote local organisations through awareness and 
fundraising activities.

In Commercial and 
Voluntary Organisations
Every year thousands of young people, come to live in 
Britain to participate in educational, language or work 
� exchange programmes. Get Savvy is ideal for use as 
part of an Induction Programme to life in Britain. The pack 
helps to inform and educate young visitors about the 
British way of Life, British culture, our local communities, 

health and safety, 
policing, law and order and 
democracy.  In addition, each section provides website 
addresses for further information and advice.

Background
Get Savvy, then named �Youthwatch�, was � rst introduced 
in a Secondary School in the Mendip Hills, Somerset UK, in 
September 2002 and expanded to a further � ve schools in 
that area a year later. The Youthwatch concept originated 
from a meeting between local police and the young people 
of the Mendips, who thought it was a good idea for the 
young people in schools to try and make their environment 
a safer and better place.  Working closely with other 
agencies,  Avon and Somerset Constabulary developed the 
YouthWatch pack, which became the impetus for young 
people in schools across the South West to participate in 
community and environmental projects.  

Successful projects have included: 

mobile phone marking road safety

combating bullying animal welfare issues

Following a mobile phone marking initiative in one of 
the Mendip schools, theft of mobile phones in the area 
reduced for eighteen consecutive months.

In 2005, Child-Safe began working with Avon & Somerset 
Constabulary to develop a national version of the 
YouthWatch concept. Get Savvy aims to give young 
people across the country the opportunity to get involved 
in a unique and rewarding scheme, which not only aims to 
reduce crime and make communities safer, but also helps 
to raise awareness and understanding of cultural diversity 
and social responsibility.  




